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Physiological Society of New Zealand        
Minutes of the 2010 AGM 
 
Held in the Galaxy 1 Room, Millennium Hotel, Queenstown 2/12/10, 5:30-6:30 pm 
 
Present: Peter Hunter (President), Kirk Hamilton (Secretary), Chris Charles, Bruce Smaill, Denis 
Loiselle, Colin Brown, Kevin Stewart, Ged Davis, Jonna Terkildsen, Vijay Rajagopal, Pat Cragg, 
Alan Herbison, Regis Lambert, Peter Jones, Laura Bennet, Ahmed Al-Jumaily, and 9 other. 
 
Apologies: Jack Sinclair, Ian LeGrice, Fiona McDonald, John Miller, John Evans, Grant Butt, 
Marie Ward, Peter Thorne and Srdjan Vlajkovic. 
 
Minutes of the 2009 AGM: 
The minutes of the 2009 AGM that was held in the Cambridge Room, Christchurch Convention 
Centre (9 December 2009) were tabled and approved. (Prop: Bruce Smaill; Sec:  Kevin Stewart and 
agreed by the members). 
 
Matters arising: 
There was a short discussion of membership to the Council.  This will be expanded below. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Tabled and presented by Kirk Hamilton. 

1. This year, PSNZ/MedSci Congress is back in Queenstown. Kirk Hamilton, Colin Brown and 
Srdjan Vlajkovic were representatives of the PZNS on the MedSci Organizing committee 
ably chaired by Chris Charles. Members of PSNZ have organized and participated in 
numerous sessions including chairing or speaking in Symposia, Oral communications, and 
Student Prize sessions and posters. 

2. At last year’s AGM it was noted that a number of Council members (John Miller, Colin 
Brown and Pat Cragg) had worked for many years. The need for Council members still 
remains. This will be addressed at our 2010 AGM. The normal length of time of a Council 
member is for a three-year term. In the past, we have had two/three student members.  Jonna 
Terkildsen (PhD student at the ABI) has been approached to be a student member of the 
Council and she has agreed to serve on Council. This will need to be approved by the 
members of the Society. The membership is asked to nominate/volunteer potential Council 
members.   

3. This year at MedSci2010, 47 of the 102 abstracts were submitted directly in the PSNZ 
category.  This number is actually more, as some of our members submitted abstracts under 
the Bioengineering and Renal categories.  Therefore, members of the PSNZ submitted over 
50% of the abstracts for MedSci2010. 

4. Vijay Rajagopal (Auckland Bioengineering Institute, ABI) has joined the PSNZ Council and 
is the Website Editor. Vijay, with the assistance of Peter Hunter, Bruce Smaill and myself, 
has greatly improved the PSNZ website (http://www.physoc.org.nz/) during this past year. He 
has added a ‘Physiology This Month’ that highlights the projects of PSNZ members.  
Additionally, there is now a ‘News’ page that highlights recent achievements of our 
members. Members of the Society are welcomed to submit information to Vijay, Peter 
Hunter, Bruce Smaill or myself for inclusion on the webpage 

 
Acceptance of the Secretary’s Report was proposed by Denis Loiselle and seconded by  ????? and 
approved by the members. 
 
Treasurer’s report: Tabled and presented by Denis Loiselle in Ian’s absence. 

1. Ian LeGrice (Treasurer) prepared the unaudited accounts of the Physiological Society of New 
Zealand for 2010. As of 30 November, the total assets of the Society were $25,706.24.  This 
is up by $599.90 from 2009. This includes the BridgeCorp investment of $7,501.90 that is 



likely, eventually, to be written down to near $0.00 – essentially leaving current assets at 
around $18,204.34. The accounts were accepted (Proposed Denis Loiselle, seconded by Kirk 
Hamilton and agreed by the members). 

2. Monies collected as subscriptions represent membership fees for 2010 mainly, although some 
members have chosen to pay for several years in advance (some up until 2015) - this is a new 
option for members, to reduce the annual inconvenience of paying their fee. Currently we 
have 137 members. This includes 12 life/honorary members, 75 full financial (subs paid for 
2010) members and 50 student members.  There has been an encouraging increase in Student 
membership this year, from 34 in 2009.  This appears directly related to the encouragement, 
particularly from our Auckland members, to students to attend MedSci and the financial 
assistance offered by the Society for these students to travel to Queenstown.  

3. A list of 32 new members (9 full and 23 student) was attached to the Treasurer’s Report. 
PSNZ members confirmed their memberships. Sixteen members (7 full, 9 student) resigned 
during 2010 (see attached list). 

4. The Hubbard Prize account: We ‘have’ $7501.90 invested with BridgeCorp.  The receivers 
for this failed organisation, PricewaterhouseCoopers, have reassessed the likely return on this 
capital at less than 10% (progressively revised down from 25-75%, then 13-44%).  It is likely 
that any recovery will be minimal. The timescale for the re-imbursement is still not clear.  
There was discussion, lead by Bruce Smaill, to seek alternate sources to fund the Hubbard 
Prize that could be invested in secured deposits.  It was proposed that senior academics of our 
Society donate to the Hubbard Prize.  Colin Brown suggested that the Society should 
approach Charitable Trusts and/or the Department of Physiology at the University of Otago 
for support of the Hubbard Prize. 

 
Acceptance of the Treasurer’s Report was proposed by Denis Loiselle and seconded by Kirk 
Hamilton and approved by the members. 
 
President’s Report: Presented by Peter Hunter. 

1. Peter presented an overview of the Society.  
2. He affirmed that there would be a Bioengineering Society of New Zealand to represent the 

bioengineering community of New Zealand nationally and internationally. Peter stated that 
the new Society would maintain very close ties to the PSNZ.  Indeed, the potential of 
interactions of scientists from both Societies could be fostered and strengthened from 
members of both Societies attending MedSci.  

3. The ABI has initiated a Bioengineering Prize named in honour of Emeritus Professor John 
Carman. Prof Carman was University of Auckland’s first Professor of Anatomy at the School 
of Medicine. This new prize is in recognition for the best oral presentation by a graduate 
student in the areas of biomedical engineering, computational physiology and/or biophysics 
at the annual conference. 

4. The Society is archiving past minutes of the AGM, President’s, Treasurer’s and Secretary’s 
reports on the PSNZ webpage.  Members are encouraged to send old minutes (hopefully 
electronic versions) to Vijay or Kirk.  

5. Peter mentioned that the PSNZ has been invited by Prof. Gary Housley to participate with the 
AuPS in Sydney in early December 2012.  This will be discussed later in the AGM. 

 
Acceptance of the President’s Report was proposed by Peter Hunter and seconded and approved by 
the members. 
 
Membership on PSNZ Council: 
Srdjan Vlajkovic has asked to stand down from the Council.  In 2009, Pat Cragg and John Miller 
had expressed interest in standing down from Council. There was discussion about the fact that we 
had neglected to follow proper process for the election of new members to the Council in 2010 
prior to the annual meeting. It was therefore agreed by vote at the meeting that we would make 
temporary arrangement until new elections could be held in 2011.  Colin and Pat agreed to be co-
opted for an additional year (2011).  Since the PSNZ AGM, the Secretary has contacted John Miller 
and he is willing to remain on Council for a single year.  Elections to Council will occur in 
early/mid 2011, as the PSNZ will meet at MedSci in late August (see PSNZ activity 2011/2012 
below). 
 
 
 



PSNZ Webpage: 
At the 2009 AGM, the members of the Society agreed the need of a Webpage Editor to maintain 
and update the PSNZ website.  Vijay Rajagopal has taken the role of Webpage Editor along with 
his role now as a Council member. Vijay presented an overview of the website to the members of 
the Society.  He has introduced a new link entitled ‘Physiology of the Month’.  This link will be to 
highlight research of a given individual or group.  The idea is to showcase members of the Society.  
It is hoped that this section will be updated each month with a new item.  Vijay, along with Peter 
Hunter, Bruce Smaill and myself have updated the webpage and are continuing to modify the 
website.  All are welcomed to send information (news items like award winners, grant outcomes, 
etc) to any of us.  The Society appreciates the work which Vijay is doing with the website. 
 
PSNZ activity in 2011/2012:  
Future Conferences:   

1. It was discussed at the 2009 AGM meeting that MedSci might be held with Queenstown 
Molecular Biology (QMB) in late August 2011.  The overall concept is that there would be 
a Queenstown Research Week with QMB, AWBRC and MedSci all meeting at the same 
time.  This would be a fantastic opportunity to showcase a major part of NZ science and 
demonstrate to the government the quality and breadth of research being conducted. 

a. The PSNZ is the largest contributing Society of MedSci.  Therefore, the members of 
the MedSci Organizing Committee are quite interested in The PSNZ’s decision 
about participating in 2011. There was discussion about this change in the time and 
location of the PSNZ annual meeting.  Pat Cragg stated that it was a brilliant ‘in 
concept’, but was concerned that not all Universities have the same week off during 
the second semester break.  A number of members of the Society mentioned that, 
indeed, the major Universities shared the same break time. This move of our annual 
meeting time from late November/early December to the QMB time was put to a 
vote of the members of the Society.  16 aye and no dissenting votes, but there were 
those who abstained. 

b. MedSci2011 will be held during Queenstown Research Week with (QMB) and 
AWBRC in late August.  Chris Charles, Kirk Hamilton and Colin Brown will 
represent the PSNZ on the MedSci2011 organizing committee liaising with Peter 
Sheppard (QMB) and Queenstown Research Week  (28 August – 2 September 
2011).  This decision will be revisited during early 2013. 

2. Peter and Kirk were contact by Gary Housley about the PSNZ meeting with the AuPS iin 
2010 (2-5 December 2012).  There has been a history of the PSNZ and AuPS meeting 
together every 4-5 years. However, this has been rather seldom since NZ hosted the IUPS 
meeting in 2001.  Pat stated that the joint meeting in Sydney Australia (2003) since the 
IUPS was poorly attended.  The decision by the members of the society was to meet with 
the AuPS in December 2012. 

 
Future Meetings: (note – added after the AGM) 
IUPS will be held in Birmingham, England from 21-26 July 2013. 
 
Other Business: 
Traditionally, the Mary Bullivant Award was only given for the best student Oral presentation.  
Due to the rising number of students vying for the Oral presentation award and limited space in the 
schedule for student presentation, the Bullivant Poster Award was initiated in 2004. Pat Cragg and 
Colin Brown proposed that the Bullivant Poster Award might be renamed the PSNZ Student Poster 
Award.   
 
The Society thanks Chris Charles for all his hard work, being the Chair of the MedSci Organizing 
Committee and running the meetings. 
 
Kirk L. Hamilton, Secretary  
23 December 2010 
(updated 20/7/11) 


