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Physiological Society of New Zealand        
Minutes of the 2011 AGM 
 
Held in the Crowne Room III, Crown Plaza Hotel, Queenstown 30/08/11, 5:45-6:45 pm 
 
Present: Ian LeGrice (Treasurer), Kirk Hamilton (Secretary), Vijay Rajagopal, Colin Brown, Jonna 
Terkildsen, Pat Cragg, Alan Herbison, Paul Donaldson, Saroush Safaei, Mohammad Al-Rawi, 
Steven Condliffe, Yi Chung Lim, Kevin Stewart, David White, John Miller, Edmund Crampin,  
Pete Jones, Laura Bennet, Ahmed Al-Jumaily, and others. 
 
Apologies: Peter Hunter (President), Brian Robinson, Jack Sinclair, Sarah-Jane Guild, Fiona 
McDonald, John Evans, Grant Butt, Denis Loiselle, and Bruce Smaill. 
 
Assoc. Professor Ian LeGrice conducted the AGM in Prof. Peter Hunter’s absence. 
 
Minutes of the 2010 AGM: 
The minutes of the 2010 AGM that was held in the Galaxy 1 Room, Millennium Hotel, 
Queenstown 2/12/10 were tabled and approved. (Proposed Ian LeGrice and seconded and agreed by 
the members). 
 
Matters arising from the minutes: 
There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Tabled and presented by Kirk Hamilton. 

1. This year, PSNZ/MedSci Congress joined the Queenstown Research Week. Colin Brown and 
Kirk Hamilton, were representatives of the PZNS on the MedSci Organizing Committee that 
was chaired by Chris Charles while Colin co-chaired the Committee. Colin will take over as 
chair of the MedSci Organizing Committee for 2012. Once again, many members of the 
PSNZ have organized and participated in numerous sessions including chairing or speaking 
in symposia, Oral communications, and Student Prize sessions and posters. 

2. Eight members of the Society were nominated to stand for election (for 6 positions) to the 
Council. The new members of Council include A/Prof Laura Bennet, A/Prof Peter Larsen, 
A/Prof Merryn Tawhai, and Drs Carolyn Barrett, Colin Brown, Peter Jones, and Daryl 
Schwenke.  I appointed, as stated in the Constitution, Dr. Phil Sheard and Dr. Ged Davis as 
the two returning officers to count the votes and they reported back to me.   (See Peter’s 
comments below concerning new eight members.) 

3. This year at MedSci2011, only 19 of 77 abstracts were submitted directly in the PSNZ 
category.  The number of abstracts is certainly reduced from 2010, however, a number of 
members of our Society presented talks and posters in other meetings during the Queenstown 
Research Week.. 

4. The PSNZ will meet with the AuPS and the ASB in Sydney from 2-5 December 2012. Peter 
Hunter and Kirk Hamilton are on the Overall Organizing and Programming Committee that is 
chaired by Prof. Gary Housley.  We have had three preliminary skype meetings and will be 
sending out a request for symposia in the next few weeks.  

 
Acceptance of the Secretary’s Report was proposed by Kirk Hamilton and seconded by Ian LeGrice 
and approved by the members. 
 
Treasurer’s report: Tabled and presented by Ian LeGrice. 

1. Ian LeGrice (Treasurer) prepared the unaudited accounts of the Physiological Society of New 
Zealand for 2011. As of 31 August, the total assets of the Society were $28,123.22.  This 
includes the BridgeCorp investment of $7,501.90. We have just received confirmation of 3.5 
cents in the dollar payout, confirming almost complete loss of the investment.  Disregarding 



that asset until the funds are paid into the account, our current assets are $20,621.32. The 
finalizing of this investment loss will be included in the financial statements for next year. 
The accounts were accepted (Proposed Ian LeGrice, seconded by Laura Bennet and agreed by 
the members). 

2. Monies collected as subscriptions represent membership fees for 2011 mainly, although some 
members have chosen to pay for several years in advance (some up until 2016). Currently, we 
have 119 members. This includes 12 life/honorary members, 72 full financial (subs paid for 
2011) members and 35 student members. This represents a significant loss from last year 
(137 members), mainly in the student membership category.  This is likely a result of the 
timing of the conference, which does not encourage student attendance, and therefore 
membership of the society, and is directly reflected in the applications for student travel 
funding, 7 this year compared to 25 in 2010.  

3. A list of 8 new members (1 full and 7 student) (compared to 9 full and 23 student in 2010). 
Their memberships are to be confirmed by PSNZ members at the AGM. Thirteen members (4 
full, 9 student) resigned during 2011. Lists were provided at the end of Treasurer’s report. 

4. The Hubbard Prize account: We have $7501.90 invested with BridgeCorp.  The receivers for 
this failed organisation, PricewaterhouseCoopers, have reassessed the likely return on this 
capital initially at 3.5% (progressively revised down from 25-75%, then 13-44%, then 10%).  
The recovered amount for the Society of $262.57 will be credited to the account in the near 
future. In the meantime, we have $13,605.00 invested on Term Deposit.  We aim to gradually 
increase this amount and when interest rates increase above the current very low values, we 
anticipate returns from this fund will be sufficient to cover most of the ongoing costs of the 
Hubbard and Bullivant prizes. 

5. Student Travel: This year we have provided funding to all PSNZ students who have 
submitted an abstract for MedSci and who applied for funding.  Five students from Auckland 
were awarded $400, and two students from Dunedin were awarded $250 each to assist in 
their costs for attending MedSci.  The relative amounts were based loosely on the ‘travel’ 
costs from each centre.  The total amount granted was $2,500. 

 
Acceptance of the Treasurer’s Report was proposed by Ian LeGrice and seconded by Laura Benet 
and approved by the members. 
 
President’s Report: Tabled and Ian LeGrice presented the President’s report prepared by Peter 
Hunter. 

1. Peter apologized for his absence from the AGM due to yearly commitments in Europe at this 
time of the year. He thanked Ian LeGrice for chairing the meeting and presenting his report. 

2. Peter made the point that he had hoped the timing of the joint MedSci meetings were on the 
agenda of the MedSci AGM.  He emphasized that the timing of the meetings in late 
August/early September had proven difficult for many physiologists and bioengineers to 
attend.  He had hoped that the timing of the meetings be discussed and the majority PSNZ 
view presented at the MedSci AGM. 

3. Peter noted that the membership of the PSNZ Council was a bit contentious at last year’s 
AGM and he had hoped that we had improved the situation. He presented some proposals 
concerning the members of Council based on discussions with the executives of the Society 
and other members of Council. An election for members of Council occurred for 6 positions, 
but indeed, 8 people were willing to stand to replace several retiring members. Peter 
suggested that we, indeed, include all of the individuals who stood for Council membership. 
The names of the new members of Council are listed above in the Secretary’s report point #2. 

4. Peter proposed that the Society co-opts Kevin Stewart for one more year, as he will reach 5 
years on Council, to ensure that there is someone from outside the Otago and Auckland. 

5. Peter made a numbers of suggestions concerning the Executive positions.  
a. President: He was happy to be reappointed for two more years (as allowed by the rules) 

if the membership approved of that (unless someone else volunteers).  
b. Secretary: He proposed that Kirk Hamilton be reappointed for two years. Peter felt that 

there is a lot to learn with the job and that the position should be for five years and 
coincides with the appointment of the PSNZ President as the two need to work closely 
together, though Peter reminded the Society members ‘…although in our case, Kirk 
does all the work’.   

c. Proceedings Editor: Peter proposed to co-opt Chris Charles as the Proceedings Editor.  
d. Treasurer: Peter proposed that Ian LeGrice be reappointed for one more year and that 

we appoint someone from Council at the AGM to take over the position in September 



2012 to allow that person time to come up to speed in the interim. Peter wanted to avoid 
having the positions of President, Secretary and Treasurer turned over at the same time. 

e. Newsletter Editor: John Miller had indicated that he would like to hand over this 
position to someone. Peter suggested that we expand the role to be ‘Website and 
Newsletter Editor’ and he suggested we co-opt Vijay Rajagopal to this position for two 
years.  Peter noted that Vijay had been doing a wonderful job with the new website.  
Peter reminded that Vijay should continue, with Pat Cragg’s assistance, the process of 
archiving the history and knowledge of the PSNZ procedures onto the website. 

5. Finally, Peter thanked Kirk, Ian and Vijay for the time and effort they devote to the PSNZ. 
 
Acceptance of the President’s Report was proposed by Ian LeGrice and seconded by Paul 
Donaldson and approved by the members. 
 
Membership on PSNZ Council: 
As stated above, we have new members of Council, as Peter noted in his report. The new members 
of Council are represented by four based in Auckland, three in Dunedin and one new member from 
Wellington.  In terms of the Executive members, based on information in Peter’s report (not 
included above), the membership agreed that Peter and Ian would be reappointed for one year and 
that during 2012, and we would have an election for President and Treasurer during 2012. Kirk will 
remain on as Secretary and he will stand down in 2013.  The total number of Council members 
would then be 13. 
 
Society’s Constitution: 
It was agreed that the Council members should work on proposed changes to the Constitution and 
report back to the members and confer with any appropriate agencies to seek advice. 
 
PSNZ Webpage: 
Vijay gave an overview of the webpage. He mentioned that Jonna Terkildsen will assist him with 
the newsletter and that he hoped to have a scientist highlighted (hopefully monthly) on the main 
page of the website which then linked to a page devoted to that individual.  It was suggested that 
Vijay would work on the history of the PSNZ with assistance from Pat Cragg.  Pat has been a long-
term member of the Society and was the longest serving Secretary.  She has invaluable information 
of the history of the PSNZ. The Society appreciates and values the work which Vijay is doing with 
the website. 

Additional discussion raised the questions of the use of the webpage to include announcements 
of meetings and advertisement of positions. 
 
PSNZ activity in 2012/2013:  
Future Conferences:   

1. As discussed at the 2010 AGM, Peter and Kirk were contacted by Gary Housley about the 
PSNZ meeting with the AuPS in 2012 (2-5 December 2012).  There has been a history of 
the PSNZ and AuPS meeting together every 4-5 years.  There was discussion as to the 
participation at the joint meetings by members of the PSNZ considering the low attendance 
at the joint meeting in Sydney in 2003. A number of the members expressed that the PSNZ 
should fully support PSNZ participation in Sydney in December 2012.  Again, there will be 
a call for symposia proposals during the next few months.  

2. Peter Hunter suggested, in his report, that the Council should recommend to MedSci that the 
2013 MedSci meetings return back to December rather remain in August. 

3. There was discussion of Peter Sheppard and the fiscal aspects of the Queenstown Research 
Week. There was also discussion about possible satellite conferences for PSNZ. 

4. It was noted that IUPS will be held in Birmingham, England from 21-26 July 2013. 
 
Other Business: 
A couple of points were raised. First, there was discussion about a FAOPS representative. And 
second, it was agreed that the Triennial medal winner would increase from $500 to $1,000 from the 
PSNZ, and that Prof. Herbison (this year’s Triennial winner would be given an additional $500 in 
due time. 
 
Kirk L. Hamilton, Secretary  


