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Physiological Society of New Zealand Inc. 
Minutes of the 2012 AGM 

 
Physiological Society of New Zealand        
Minutes of the 2012 AGM 
 
Held in the Mathews, Room 25, University of New South Wales, Sydney 4/12/12, 12:30 pm 
 
Present: Peter Hunter (President), Ian LeGrice (Treasurer), Kirk Hamilton (Secretary), Kevin 
Stewart, Laura Bennet, Daryl Schwenke, Phil Sheard, Grant Butt, Alistair Gunn, Lisa Fan, Denis 
Loiselle, J-C Han, Mark Trew, Poul Nielsen, Aye Thaung and one other. 
 
Apologies: Fiona McDonald, Colin Brown, Carolyn Barrett, Dave Grattan, Merryn Tawhai, Greg 
O’Grady, Regis Lambert, Pete Jones, Martyn Nash, Pat Cragg, Paul Medrano-Garcia, Marie Ward 
and John Evans. 
 
Minutes of the 2011 AGM: 
The minutes of the 2011 AGM that was held in the Crowne Room III, Crown Plaza Hotel, 
Queenstown 30/08/11 were tabled and approved. (Proposed by Peter and seconded and agreed by 
the members). 
 
Matters arising from the minutes: 
There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Tabled and presented by Kirk Hamilton. 

1. This year, PSNZ joined the Australian Physiological Society and the Australian Society of 
Biophysists for a joint meeting. Kirk Hamilton and Peter Hunter were the PSNZ members 
who served on the Overall Organising and Programing Committee that included a 
considerable number of skype meetings and e-mail correspondences. Once again, a number 
of members of the PSNZ have organized and participated in sessions including chairing or 
speaking in symposia, oral communications, and student prizes session and posters. 

2. As discussed at the 2011 AGM, Peter Hunter and Ian LeGrice were reappointed to continue, 
for one year, as President and Treasurer, respectively. A call for nominations was made for 
both the positions of President and Treasurer of the PSNZ during 2012. Only one member 
was nominated for President; which was Colin Brown.  There were no nominations for the 
position of Treasurer.  As in the past, with an unopposed nomination, as stated in the 
Constitution ‘In the event of there being only so many nominations for a vacancy or 
vacancies as are required to fill it or them, the Secretary shall, on the election date, declare 
the persons so nominated to be elected and notify the members accordingly.’ Hence, Colin 
has been elected as the President of the PSNZ.  

3. This year at the joint meetings, 19 members of the PSNZ attended the meetings. 23 abstracts 
were submitted by members of the PSNZ.  3 members of the PSNZ organized and chaired 
symposia and 2 members chaired sessions, 6 members participated in symposia, 7 members 
participated in Free Communication sessions and 1 member presented in the poster session. 

4. PSNZ will return to MedSci at Queenstown Research Week (26-28 August) in 2013.  Kirk 
Hamilton and Pete Jones are the representatives of the PSNZ on the MedSci Organising and 
Programme Committee. Colin Brown is chairing the MedSci Organising and Programme 
Committee for these meetings.  

 
Acceptance of the Secretary’s Report was proposed by Kirk Hamilton and seconded approved by 
the members. 
 
Treasurer’s report: Tabled and presented by Ian LeGrice. 

1. Ian LeGrice (Treasurer) prepared the unaudited accounts of the Physiological Society of New 
Zealand for 2012. As of 31 October, 2012, the total assets of the Society were $40,431.57.  
This includes final write-off of the BridgeCorp investment (after 8% recovery, as a likely 
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final payout).  This total also includes disbursement from MedSci of $14,348, and $921.87 
profit from the Cardiac Mechanisms Workshop held in Auckland.  It is understood that the 
latter amount be available for use in organizing a future such workshop. The accounts were 
accepted (Proposed Ian LeGrice, seconded and agreed by the members). 

2. Monies collected as subscriptions represent membership fees for 2012 mainly, although some 
members have chosen to pay for several years in advance (some up until 2017). Currently we 
have 112 members. This includes 12 life/honorary members, 73 full financial (subs paid for 
2012) members and 27 student members. This represents a loss from last year (119 members 
in 2011), mainly in the student membership category.  This is likely a result of the overseas 
venue for the annual conference this year, apparently discouraging student participation, and 
reflected in the applications for student travel funding, 2 this year compared to 25 in 2010. 

3. A list of 10 new members (2 full and 8 students) (compared to 1 full and 7 student in 2011) 
was presented at the AGM. Their memberships were proposed by Ian and seconded by 
Alistair and confirmed by PSNZ members at the AGM. Thirteen members (8 full, 10 student) 
resigned during 2012. Lists were provided at the end of Treasurer’s report. 

4. Ian stated that it was difficult get a number of the members to pay their dues.  This has been 
true from 2010 until present. He proposed that the membership of members in arrears for 
more than two years (2 full members and 3 student members) be terminated. Ian proposed 
that these members be terminated and Kirk seconded this proposal and it was agreed by 
PSNZ members at the AGM. 

5. Student Travel: This year we have provided funding to all PSNZ students who have 
submitted an abstract for the AuPS/PSNZ meeting and who applied for funding.  Two 
students were each awarded $500. 

 
Acceptance of the Treasurer’s Report was proposed by Ian LeGrice and seconded by Laura Benet 
and approved by the members. 
 
President’s Report: Peter Hunter presented his report. 

1. Peter thanked Ian LeGrice for continued work as Treasurer and Kirk Hamilton for continued 
work as Secretary.    

a. Peter thanked Kevin Stewart for continued service as a co-opted Council member 
and asked him to continue in this capacity for another year during the transition of 
turnover of other senior members of the Council and to provide a member outside of 
the Auckland and Otago areas. Denis Loiselle proposed this and Kirk seconded this. 

b. Peter stated that the Society will seek a new Student Representative to Council as 
the current student is on deferral from her PhD study. 

2. Peter discussed the meeting site of the next PSNZ meeting.  He provided pros and cons of the 
meetings being held with MedSci during the Queenstown Research Week (QRW) in August 
or in December.  Alistair Gunn stated that the December date for the meeting was a difficult 
time.  Kirk relayed opinions from Colin Brown and Dave Grattan who both thought that the 
PSNZ should return to QRW. Kirk also reminded the membership that Pat Cragg believed 
that the December meeting date was better suited the 4th year honour students ability to report 
on their research findings. 

3. Peter suggested that the membership of the Society should think about the need for travel 
funds for students. He asked Ian to examine the balance of the account for student travel. The 
idea is to enhance our ability to aid students in the effort to have more students attending the 
meetings.  

4. Peter reported that the webpage was in a good state. Kate Harsant has taken over assisting 
with the webpage. Vijay Rajagopal has moved to Singapore and is unable to continue his role 
as the Webpage manager. Peter wanted to encourage more of the younger members of the 
Society (post-docs and junior faculty) to be more engaged with the Society and this could be 
aided via the newsletter. 

5. Peter informed the members that he is on the IUPS Council and is the 1st Vice-President. 
IUPS is meeting in Birmingham, England - 21-26 July 2013.  He continued to speak about 
the Board of the General Assembly with Denis Nobel as President, Walter Boron as Secretary 
and Malcolm Gordon as the Treasurer.  He stated that there are 70-80 Member Societies of 
the International Union. Peter reminded the members that the IUPS meets every 4 years, but 
the IUPS will be more active during the years in which the Union does not meet, as well. 

 
Acceptance of the President’s Report was proposed by and seconded and approved by the 
members. 
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Membership on PSNZ Council: 
As reported above, Ian and Kirk have served many years as Treasurer and Secretary, respectively, 
and they will be standing down from their positions during 2013.  There will be elections held 
during 2013 to fill these positions.  There will be a discussion among the members of the Council 
to whom might be approached to run for Treasurer and Secretary.  Additionally, nominations from 
the general membership of the Society will be sought and an election will be held during 2013.  
The members of the Council will need to discuss potential student members who might be asked to 
consider being the student representative on Council. 
 
PSNZ Webpage: 
This was discussed during Peter’s Presidential statement.   
 
PSNZ activity in 2013/2014:  
Future Conferences:   

1. As discussed early during the AGM, PSNZ will return to MedSci during Queenstown 
Research Week in August 2013.  

2. It was noted that IUPS is being held in Birmingham, England from 21-26 July 2013. 
 
Other Business: 
Kirk reported that David Bolton had suggested that the Society consider Pat Cragg be extended a 
Life Membership of the PSNZ.  Kirk proposed that Pat be given Lifetime Membership and the 
members attending the AGM whole-heartedly supported this proposal. 
 
It was decided by the members that Laura Benet and Carolyn Barrett be added to the list of those 
who can officially sign cheques for the PSNZ.  This may need to be revisited once the new 
Treasurer is elected. 
 
Kirk L. Hamilton, Secretary  
 


