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Physiological Society of New Zealand (PSNZ) - Annual General Meeting 
 
Held at The Millennium Hotel, Queenstown. 27/11/08, 5:15 pm 
 
Present: Peter Hunter (President), Tony Wheatley (Secretary), Ian LeGrice (Treasurer), Kirk 
Hamilton, Chris Charles, Paul Donaldson, Denis Loiselle, Colin Brown, Pat Cragg,  Kevin Stewart, 
Dave Grattan, Simon Green, Alan Herbison, and 3 others of the Society. 
 
Apologies: John Miller, Rodger Pack, and Tony MacKnight 
 
Minutes of the 2007 AGM: 
The minutes of the 2007 AGM that was held at the Ridge Hotel Queenstown (29th November 2007) 
were tabled and approved. (Prop: Tony Wheatley; Sec:  Pat Cragg agreed by the members) 
 
Matters arising: 
There were no matters arising. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  
Presented by Tony Wheatley. 

1. Launching of the new web site (www.physoc.org.nz) had occurred and that there is still 
more updating of the website which must occur. In particular, Kirk pointed out that the 
Hubbard section needs to include the information required to be eligible for the Hubbard 
Prize.  This information was on the previous website, but was not transferred to the new 
website. 

2. Council membership…we need to have two/three new student members as Jenny Clarkson, 
Tamara Deitch and Sally Rutherford desire to stand-down from Council.  

3. MedSci report – 2008 There were 197 paid attendees and over 200 scientists attending. It 
looks, at present, that the meeting will ‘break-even’ in terms of a financial status. 

4. FAOPS representative from PSNZ…Pat Cragg still receives correspondences from FAOPS 
instead of Tony.  

5. Tony’s oral report was approved by the members. 
 
Treasurer’s report: 
Ian LeGrice tabled the un-audited accounts of the Physiological Society of New Zealand for the 
year ending on 30 November 2008.  As of the 31 of October, the total assets were $22,191.24. 
However, due to the uncertainty of BridgeCorp investment ($7,501.09) which may be written down 
to near $0.00, the Society’s assets may be around $14,700.00.  It was also noted by Ian that the 
total assets will be below the above stated amount as two Hubbard Prizes were awarded this year. 
The accounts were accepted (Prop: Pat Cragg; Sec: Paul Donaldson, agreed by the members). 
 
Membership 
Ian reported that the Society had 129 financial members (subs paid for 2008). This includes 10 
life/honorary members, 87 full members and 42 student members. 
 
A total of 27 new members (10 full, 17 student) was presented to the Society.  These memberships 
were approved en bloc (Prop: Ian LeGrice, Sec: Tony Wheatley) 
 
It was agreed to revoke the membership of two members who were three years in arrears of their 
membership dues. (Prop: Tony Wheatley, Sec: Pat Cragg, agreed by the members). 
 
Charitable Entity Status 
The application to the Charities Commission to be registered as a ‘charitable entity’ under the 
Charities Act was successful. 
 
Hubbard Account 
The Society has $7501.90 invested with BridgeCorp.  At this time, it is unclear as to any timescale 
for any reimbursement. Please note the Treasurer’s report for details. 
 
We invested $12,000 from our current account which has been invested into a high interest bearing 
bank account. Returns from this fund appear to be sufficient to support the Hubbard and Bullivant 
Prizes. 
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Student Travel Awards 
In light of the BridgeCorp situation, the Society agreed to spend only $2500 for student travel 
awards this year. This money has supported 21 applicants. The amount received by an applicant 
depended upon how far a student was traveling to the meeting.  Total grants issued = $2445.00. 
 
Peter Hunter asked if members could pay 5 years at one time. Members can pay for 2 years now, 
but the Society will consider a 5-year subscription payment. 
 
A question was raised concerning if there were any Corporate members of the PSNZ. It was noted 
that ADI was a Sustaining member in the past, however, they pay to have their exhibitor’s booth 
here at the MedSci meetings. 
 
President’s Report: 

a. The cost to be a member of the Royal Society is $700/year. With this membership, 
the PSNZ is affiliated with IUPS that is a benefit to our Society. All agreed. 

b. The President’s ‘Role’ as Peter perceives it – 
i. We need to help with MedSci and promote attendance through our Society. 

ii. Auckland Bioengineering Institute (ABI) has proposed to initiate a new 
Student Prize to be awarded at PSNZ. This Prize will be given next year for 
‘Computational Modeling’ (tentative name of the Prize).   

1. PSNZ student members would be eligible for the new Student Prize 
for ‘Computational Modeling’. 

2. Discussion about awards: Chris Charles: what about students going 
for more than one Prize? Should the new Student Prize be a PSNZ 
Prize? Tony Wheatley supported the new prize. Ian LeGrice asked 
what were the criteria for the judging of the Bullivant Prizes (PhD 
student versus an Honours student)?  Pat Cragg reminded the Society 
that those rules were written in the past. Chris Charles asked what the 
policy was for a student going for more than one Student Award? For 
example, this year one student, who is a member of both the PSNZ 
and NZSE, wanted to be considered for two prizes. That student was 
told he/she had to participate for only a single prize for only one oral 
presentation.  

c. Peter proposed for joint collaboration from Auckland University and Otago 
University with supervision of students. This would include close participation 
between the Universities. This has been initiated with Peter Hunter’s PhD student 
Jonna Terkildsen (ABI) and Kirk Hamilton of Otago. It was suggested that there 
would be ‘work days’ between the students and scientists from both Universities.  

d. Peter stated that the Environmental Protection Agency of the USA has approached 
him about aiding in the promotion of collaborative work on specific projects. 

e. Peter mentioned that the IUPS meeting would be discussed later on the agenda. 
 
The President’s report was Prop: Denis Loiselle and Sec: Paul Donaldson, agreed by the members. 
 
Membership on PSNZ Council:  
Tony Wheatley is resigning from Council as he will be leaving for Ireland in June/July 2009. He 
has taken the post of HOD of the Department of Physiology, National University of Ireland, 
Galway. The PSNZ showed their appreciation for all of Tony’s hard work over all the years with a 
round of applause. 
 
Tony sent an e-mail (30 October 2008) out to the members of the Society seeking nominations for 
the position of Secretary of the Society.  Only one nomination was received. Therefore, Kirk 
Hamilton was nominated and has agreed to serve in this position. 
 
As noted earlier in the AGM, the Society is seeking two/three student members. Nominations will 
be asked via e-mail in the next week. 
 
Life Membership:  
It was proposed to offer Prof Tony Macknight a Life Membership to PSNZ.  Tony has been very 
active in the PSNZ and was the Society’s first President (2001). Prior to that time, the Secretary of 
the Society was the top position of the Society. Tony was crucial in New Zealand’s successful bid 
to host the IUPS that which was held in Christchurch (2001). He served as the Chair of the 
Scientific Organising Committee of IUPS 2001. He still is a member of the IUPS.  
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Tony Wheatley put forth the motion to the Society to approve the Life Membership for Prof. A. 
(Tony) D.C. MacKnight, Sec: by Pat Cragg and Chris Charles, agreed by all members. 
 
PSNZ Webpage:  
Peter Hunter will assume the role of maintenance of the webpage.  Information to be placed on the 
Society Webpage will need to be sent to Peter Hunter or to the Secretary of the Society. 
 
PSNZ activity in 2009/2010:  
Future Conferences:   
a. IUPS09 (27 July – 1 August, Kyoto, Japan) 

Peter Hunter reminded the Society that Dec 10 is the abstract deadline. There are lots of great 
lectures, whole day symposia, ½ day symposia and satellite meetings. We must encourage 
people to attend the meeting.  There are young investigator travel grants – which close Dec 10. 
Peter encouraged us all to submit abstracts and attend the meetings in 2009. 

 
b. COMBIO09 (6-10 December 2009, Christchurch). Alan Herbison mentioned 10 different 

Societies are meeting over 4 days.  PSNZ have 12 slots allocated: 2 for Bullivant/Hubbard, 2 for 
Communications and 8 symposium slots. Abstracts are due December 10, 2009. Thanks to Alan 
Herbison for all his work as the MedSci delegate on the ComBio09 organizing committee.  

 
Paul Donaldson suggested that student who present at ComBio 2009 should be of the highest 
caliber (Hubbard Prize, Bullivant Prizes, Computational Modelling Prize). 

 
c. MedSci2010 - last week of November (The Millennium, Queenstown, tentative). Kirk Hamilton 

and Colin Brown have been approached and agree to serve for on the MedSci 2010 Organising 
Committee. Kirk and Colin have served on this Committee for the last number of years.  The 
Society membership approved this.  

 
Toby Mundel put forth the suggestion that PSBZ should partner with UK Physiological Society for 
a joint symposium with PSNZ at MedSci2010. 
 
Other Business: 
Alan Herbison suggested that recently there was a New Zealander who presented the Australian/NZ 
Physiology Lecture to the Australian Physiological Society, so we should invite a prominent 
scientist from Australia to be the Australian/NZ Lecturer for 2010 at MedSci. 
 
Pat Cragg strongly suggested that each member of Council should have a specific task for the 
Society and with the upcoming meetings. Each member of council should have a role. 
 
Meeting closed at 6:20pm. 


