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Physiological Society of New Zealand (PSNZ) - Annual General Meeting - 2009 
 
Held in the Cambridge Room, Christchurch Convention Centre, 9/12/09, 5:40-6:40 pm 
 
Present: Peter Hunter (President), Kirk Hamilton (Secretary), Ian LeGrice (Treasurer), Chris 
Charles, Paul Donaldson, John Miller, Denis Loiselle, Colin Brown, Kevin Stewart, Dave Grattan, 
Alan Herbison, Fiona McDonald, Shel Hwa Yeo, Gijs Ijpma, Ahmed Al-Jumaily, Bruce Smaill, 
Anna Lindstrom, Mike Gill, and Ruth Empson. 
 
Apologies: Jack Sinclair, Pat Cragg, John Evans, Srdjan Vlajkovic, Brian Robinson and Grant Butt 
 
Minutes of the 2008 AGM: 
The minutes of the 2008 AGM that was held at the Millennium Hotel Queenstown (27th November 
2008) were tabled and approved. (Prop: Denis Loiselle; Sec:  Colin Brown agreed by the members) 
 
Matters arising: 
There were no matters arising. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  
Tabled and presented by Kirk Hamilton. 

1. PSNZ/MedSci Congress at ComBio09 – only 52 members of the PSNZ have attended this 
year’s combined meeting with ComBio09. Anna Burns reported that there were only 62 
total registered individuals from all MedSci societies. More than 900 individuals attended 
the ComBio09. 

2. PSNZ Council membership…Colin Brown, John Miller and Pat Cragg are coming off of 
Council. Additionally, we need one or two student Council members. Peter will discuss this 
in his President’s report. 

3. Website - At the AGM last year, Peter Hunter assumed the role of maintenance of the 
website. Work has gone forth with the assistance of Bruce Smaill, myself and with technical 
support of the Auckland Bioengineering Institute.  Updating of information is a continual 
process. 

4. Acceptance of Kirk’s report was proposed by Denis Loiselle and seconded by Peter Hunter 
and approved by the members. 

 
Kirk’s report will be distributed to the entire membership along with the minutes of the 2009 AGM. 
 
Treasurer’s report: 
Ian LeGrice tabled the unaudited accounts of the Physiological Society of New Zealand for 2009. 
As of 30 November, the total assets of the Society were $25,106.34.  This includes the BridgeCorp 
investment of $7,501.90 which is likely, eventually, to be written down to near $0.00 – essentially 
leaving current assets at around $17,604.44. The accounts were accepted (Proposed Bruce Smaill, 
seconded by Kevin Stewart and agreed by the members). 
 
A list of 19 new members (7 full and 12 student) was proposed. The PSNZ members at the AGM 
confirmed the new members of the Society (proposed by Ian LeGrice, seconded by Paul Donaldson 
and agreed by the members).  
 
Ian’s report will be distributed to the entire membership along with the minutes of the 2009 AGM. 
 
 
President’s Report: 
Presented by Peter Hunter. 

1. IUPS in Kyoto, Japan – Peter reported that the meeting was a success.  There was good 
representation from NZ/Aust.  Denis Noble is the new President of the IUPS and Peter is on 
the IUPS Council. 

2. PSNZ membership – the Society needs to work to increase the number of members.  Peter 
suggested that our Society should engage the bioengineering community. Indeed, Peter 
mentioned that the Bioengineering community is in discussion organizing a Bioengineering 
Society of NZ (BENZ?) to represent NZ bioengineers on international societies.  This new 
Society will work with PSNZ. It is hoped that there may be a Bioengineering Symposium at 
MedSci2010 in Queenstown. 
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3. PSNZ Council members – the Council is looking for new full members and student 
members of Council. Colin Brown, John Miller and Pat Cragg have expressed interest in 
standing down from the Council. The Council met this morning to discuss potential full 
members such as Vijay Rajagopal (newsletter editor) and Heather Smith and student 
members including Jonna Terkildsen and Karen Peebles.  Current members of Council will 
approach these individuals. 

4. Peter encouraged members of the Society to pursue joint student supervision as was 
initiated last year between Auckland University and Otago University with Jonna 
Terkildsen (PhD student), Peter Hunter, Andre Nickerson from the ABI and Kirk Hamilton 
the University of Otago. 

5. PSNZ Website – Bruce Smaill was congratulated for his enthusiastic involvement with the 
webpage. The Webpage will have regular updates, photos of student award winners, news 
of society members, update information about student prizes, for example. A webmaster 
will assist with maintaining the website. Information to be placed on the website can be sent 
to Peter, Kirk or any member of Council. 

6. Membership fees – there was general discussion about the full member and student member 
fees. It was agreed that the full membership fee would be increased to $75 and the student 
membership would remain at $10. 

 
Acceptance of the President’s report was proposed by Ian LeGrice, seconded by Colin Brown and 
agreed by the members. 
 
Membership on PSNZ Council:  
See point #3 of the President’s report. 
 
PSNZ Webpage:  
See point #5 of the President’s report. 
 
PSNZ activity in 2010/2011:  
Future Conferences:   

1. MedSci2010 will be held at the Millennium Hotel in Queenstown (30 Nov- 3 Dec 2010).  
Chris Charles, Kirk Hamilton, Colin Brown and Srdjan Vlajkovic represent the PSNZ on 
the MedSci2010 organizing committee. 

2. There were initial discussions that MedSci might meet with QMB in late August/early 
September 2011. 

 
Other Business: 
Peter Hunter was congratulated on receiving the Rutherford Medal for 2009. 
 
Allan Herbison was congratulated on receiving the Liley Medal. 
 
There was discussion about sponsorship to support the website. For example, a Gold Sponsor could 
have a weblink from the PSNZ website to sponsor’s webpage.   Potential sponsors would include 
University of Otago, the Auckland Bioengineering Institute and AD Instruments (ADI).   
 
Ruth Empson suggested that the Society investigate the possibility of having a young physiologists 
symposium at MedSci.  She suggested that the Royal Society might be interested in supporting 
such a symposium. 
 
Meeting closed at 6:40 pm. 


